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“And His Mother's Name Was—” 


By Adah Richmond 


ON of Solomon, the Great, 
Scion of Earth’s wisest king — 
Rehoboam, surely thou 
Wilt dwell ’neath Jehovah’s wing. 
Nay. Jedediah’s son thou art, 
‘¢ Beloved of God,” thy father, but 
Thy mother’s name was Naamah, 
The daughter of an Ammonite. 


Son of Ahaz, he who sinned 
So deeply that he might not be 
Laid, e’en in death, with Judah’s kings — . 
Hezekiah, what of thee ? 
Behold, the blessed Word records, 
Thy walk was pure and undefiled. 
Abijah was thy mother’s name, 
Abijah, Zechariah’s child. id 


*¢I am tired, so tired,’’ a mother cried, 
*¢ My life so circumscribed and drear! 
Some may go forth to glorious things, 
But I bide with my children here. 
Yet shall they know a Saviour’s love — 
Yet shall they learn to bow the knee. 
* By faith Enoch’— ‘ By faith Moses’— 
‘ By faith’— even Mary Lee!”’ 


In distant land, a messenger 
Is pressing onward thro’ the night ; 
‘«In deaths ofttimes, in perils oft,” 
Yet onward, onward, with the Light. 
In memory’s page he bears enshrined 
An evening prayer on bended knee — 
An altar in a lowly home — 
“And his mother’s name was’’— 
Mary Lee! 


4 
Giant Statues 


Men like to worship men. And men 
like to be worshiped. The erecting of 
statues of heroic size was popular in ancient 
times, and is coming back again. Six cen- 
turies before Christ, “Nebuchadnezzar the 
king made an image of gold, whose height 
was threescore cubits, and the breadth 
thereof six cubits” (Dan. 3:1), and set it 


up in a plain in Babylon to be worshiped. 
It stood about one hundred feet high. Now 
comes the news irom Moscow that “a 
gigantic statue of Lenin, dwarfing all the 
thousands now dotting Soviet Russia in 
honor of the leader of the Bolshevist Rev- 
olution, will be the crowning glory of the 
much-talked-of Palace of the Soviets.” 
The statue will be from fifty-five to eighty 
yards high, and will surmount a combined 
office building and large assembly hall, the 
building forming a pedestal for the statue. 
Unquestionably, humanity is being prepared 
for the setting up of another image of a 
man—a superman, to be worshiped. 
Nebuchadnezzar was a type of the super- 
man, or “Beast,” who will be the last em- 
peror at the head of Gentile world-dominion. 
They will “make an image to the beast,” 
and supernatural, Satanic power will “give 
life unto the image of the beast, that the 
image of the beast should both speak, and 
cause that as many as would not worship 
the image of the beast should be killed” 
(Rev. 13:15). Events are rapidly heading 
up to the final man-deification that will be 
forever ‘ended by the Lord’s return. 


7 
With Unclenched Hands 


True power works restfully. A strik- 
ing illustration of this occurred at the 
Olympic Games last summer in Los An- 
geles: The finals of the 400-meter race 
had come; South Africa, Australia, Can- 
ada, and three men from the United States 
were there, Eastman of Stanford, Gordon 
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of Los Angeles, Carr of Pennsylvania. The 
pistol rang out, the runners were off to 
a perfect start, and as they pounded into 
the last stretch Eastman was leading Carr 
by a yard. The Yale Daily News reported 
the event, — how the California crowd rose 
to its feet and roared its applause. But 
“Wee Willie” Carr had something left. 
“With a tremendous burst of speed he 
swept, and with open hands in smooth, 
unstrained, rhythmic form flashed by the 
Stanford man to break the world’s record 
by more than a second in the marvelous 
time of 46.2.” ‘The interviewer questioned 
Carr as to his reason for running with 
palms absolutely open instead of the ac- 
cepted style of partly closed, relaxed fin- 
gers. Carr said he had formerly used the 
accepted style. He found, however, that 
he had a tendency to clench his fists after 
he had run fifty yards or so. As a result 
his tightened hand muscles used up much 
of the oxygen that should have gone to 
his legs. For that reason he adopted the 
idea of opening his hands entirely. Here 
was physical power at its best, not an 
ounce of it wasted, all of it used without 
strain or struggle just where it would count 
for the most. That is the way God wants 
his children to use the power that he so 
freely offers them in running the race of 
life. We are to run it by faith, and true 
faith is restful, not restless or strained. 


“Let us lay aside every weight, and the sin - 
which doth so easily beset us, and let us 


run with patience [not struggling, but rest- 
ing] the race that is set before us, looking 
unto Jesus the author and finisher of our 
faith” (Heb. 12:1, 2). 
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God Is Not Perplexed 


HE Toronto Globe, one of the most 
influential and widely-circulated daily 
newspapers of Canada, published in 
a recent issue an editorial based on the 
series of articles that appeared in THE 
Sunpbay ScHoot Times in May, by Dr. 
Wilbur M. Smith, on “The Increasing 
Roar of the Masses.” The Globe editorial 
is so unusual for a metropolitan newspaper 
that it is reprinted here as a timely and im- 
portant message while the nations are meet- 
ing in London at the World Economic 
Conference. This extraordinary Confer- 
ence was opened by King George of Great 
Britain, who said: “I believe this to be 
the first time in history that any Sovereign 
has presided at the opening of a conference 
of all the nations of the world.” Daily 
newspaper dispatches have shown how per- 
plexed that World Conference is. The 
Globe editorial is as follows: 


No one has any monopoly on perplexity 
today. If we may change an old saying to 
“Perplexity loves company,” the perplexed 
have plenty of company. Is there anyone 
today, anywhere, who has no unusual prob- 
lems, no grave unceriainties? 

Many have called attention to a word 
spoken by the Lord Jesus Christ describing 
the course of the age that his death and 
resurrection were to introduce, with the in- 
dications, or “signs,” that should mark the 
consummation of the age. He spoke of 
heavenly disturbances or signs, and foretold 
“upon the earth distress of nations, with 
perplexity ; the sea and the waves roaring; 
men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for 
looking after those things which are com- 
ing on the earth.” Yet to his disciples in 
this same discourse the Lord spoke a word 
of assurance, telling them, “When these 
things begin to come to pass,” to “look up, 
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and lift uo your heads; for your redemption 
draweth nigh.” 

Whatever may be one’s understanding of 
the Lord’s teaching as to his return to this 
earth, there is pretty general agreement 
among Christian people, as well as among 
those who would not count themselves such, 
that many unusual events in the past few 
years are impressively identical with state- 
ments in the New Testament connected with 
the end of this age, and intimating a new 
era and new experiences for the world and 
mankind, Attention has been called to this 
repeatedly, not only in Christian journals 
but in secular magazines and in the utter- 
ances of public men and national leaders. 
The phenomenon of “fear” has been noted 
widely as a common symptom today, which 
must be overcome if normality is to be re- 
sumed. Perplexity is another of these uni- 
versal phenomena, 

A series of articles has recently been pub- 
lished in THE Sunpay Scuoot TIMeEs, 
Philadelphia, under the challenging title 
“The Increasing Roar of the Masses,” in 
which current facts are discussed in the 
light of our Lord’s words. The transla- 
tion of the well-known Greek scholar, Pro- 
fessor A. T. Robertson, is quoted: “Upon 
the earth despair of nations in perplexity 
at the roaring of the sea and the billows.” 
Many Bible students have held for a long 
time past that in the symbolism of Scripture 
the sea is an emblem of nations (so held 
the late Bishop J. C. Ryle of the Church 
of England). Other prominent Bible 
teachers have held that the sea in Scripture 
imagery stands for the mass of mankind 
in general, so that the figure of “the sea 
and the waves roaring” would indicate 
humanity in revolt, as we see it today in 
so many different parts of the world. 

The articles mentioned also discuss the 
root meaning of the word translated “per- 
plexity” in.the Gospels. Attention is called 
to the fact that several religious journals of 
late have suggested that the word as used 
in our Lord’s discourse means literally 
“tradeless, lack of trade, no way out for 
trade,” and that our Lord in using this 
word predicted the time of commercial 
paralysis or stagnation in trade that the 
whole world is experiencing today. 

Closer examination of the origin of the 
word, however, points differently. It does 
not seem to be connected with trade or 
commerce, but to mean simply “without a 
way, without a road, without resources.” 


In other words, the man in the perplexity ' 


of which our Lord spoke does not know 
which way to turn, what to do. It was 
predicted that at the end of this age nations 
would be distressed because they would not 
know what to-do. And it takes no labored 
reasoning to prove that this is so today. 

The articles in the Times quote, for ex- 
ample, H. G. Wells’ brief sentence: “We 
have come to the crossroads and no one 
knows the way out.” 

Wide publicity was given in the daily 
press to the confession made a few months 
ago, at a banquet of the Lord Mayor of 
London, by Sir Montagu Norman, Gover- 
nor of the Bank of England, one of the 
great financiers of this generation, when he 
said: “The difficulties are so vast, so un- 
limited, that I approach the whole subject 
not only in ignorance, but in humility. It 
is too great for me.” 

But God is not perplexed. Problems, 
difficulties, uncertainties that are too great 
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for the greatest minds on earth today are 
not too great for God. It would, of course, 
be of no help or comfort to men to realize 
this but for another fact. The wisdom that 
God has, the peace of mind and _ heart that 
he has, are offered freely to men today who 
are willing to accept these on God’s loving 
terms. When he “so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life,” he gave also, to those 
who receive his Son, all that they need in 
this present life. The world may be in 
turmoil. Mankind in general may be shaken, 
confused, like “water whipped up into a 
fury,” as modern writers;have expressed it. 
But those who have committed themselves 
wholly to God’s keeping, trusting his Son 
as their Saviour and Lord, can have assured 
peace even in the midst of perplexity. 


July 1, 1933 


“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose 
mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth 
in thee.” 

David, who lived through stormy times 
when perplexity must have been the com- 
mon experience of most men, wrote a Psalm 
that is as true today as when it was first 
sung. “Commit thy way unto the Lord,” 
sang the sweet singer of Israel; “trust also 
in him; and he shall bring it to pass... . 
Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for 
him.” 

At the close of one of his terrific arraign- 
ments of the generation in which he lived 
and ministered, the Lord Jesus Christ spoke 
the words of invitation and promise that he 
is still speaking to men in the midst of the 
distress and perplexity of today: “Come 
unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest.” 
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Victory by Faith Alone 


I am a member of your Times Family, 
having been a subscriber for a good many 
years, and it has been a great blessing in 
my life. It was through reading the ac- 
counts of the Victorious Life Conferences 
at Keswick that I got a vision of victory. 
I prayed that God would make it possible 
for me to attend one of these conferences. 
God did not answer my prayer in the way 
I expected to have it answered, but gave 
me what I really expected to attain by at- 
tending a conference,— victory. Through 
reading your tracts on victory and accepting 
victory by simple faith, just as I accepted 
salvation, I have had unspeakable joy ever 
since, and it is just as wonderful today as 
five years ago.—A Massachusetts reader. 


Many Christians think that they - must 
wait until they get to Heaven, or until the 
Lord returns, before ‘they can really have 
victory over sin. But the Gospel is Good 
News for this present life as well as for all 
eternity, and the testimony from the Massa- 
chusetts reader is a welcome one indeed. 

Victorious Life Conferences at America’s 
Keswick will be held July 8-16; 22-30 
(Young People’s Conference) ; August 5- 
13; 19-27 (Young People’s Conference) ; 
and September 1-4 (Labor Day). The 
Conferences are held at Keswick Grove, 
N. J., easily accessible from New York 
and Philadelphia and other Eastern local- 
ities, and information may be had by writ- 
ing the Victorious Life Testimony, 80 


’ Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, 


Philadelphia. 

A volume containing many addresses de- 
livered at the Conferences, and entitled 
“The Victorious Christ,” may be had from 
The Sunday School. Times Company, 325 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 
60 cents, postpaid. 

Leaflets on the Victorious Life, men- 
tioned by the Massachusetts reader, may 
be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company as follows: 


The Life that Wins (22 cents a dozen copies; 
$1.50 a hundred; 2 cents each). 

The Surrendered Life (40 cents a dozen copies; 
$3 a hundred;°4 cents each). 

Real and Counterfeit Victory (40 cents a dozen 
copies; $3 a hundred; 4 cents each). 

Victory Without. Trying (40 cents a dozen 
copies; $3 a hundred; 4 cents each). 

“Is”? (30 cents a dozen copies; $2 a hundred; 
3 cents each). 


Victory’s Final Secret (20 cents a dozen copies; 
75 cents for 50). 


Perils of the Victorious Life (60 cents a dozen 
copies; $5 a hundred; 6 cents each), 


= 
Did Judas ” Join in the Chorus”’? 


A letter from a New York reader to 
Wade C. Smith contains the following 
friendly criticism: 

Just a slip, I suppose. In your remarks 
on the lesson for June 4 you say: “I do 
not suppose Judas joined in that chorus of 
‘Is it I's?” Perhaps Matthew 26: 25 will 
clear the matter a bit. 

But does not -the passage in Matthew 
confirm Mr. Smith’s statement? Mr. Smith 
has written the New York reader in sincere 


appreciation of his friendly criticism, and - 


adds: 


I still feel that Judas did not “join in the 
chorus.” That was a sincere chorus of ques- 
tioning on the part of the eleven. I think 
Judas chose the brief interval following 
their first surprised questionings, and made 
a solo of his question, “Is it 1?” That 
would be like Judas. 

After all is said, however, I am inclined 
to think I should have stated my point in 
such a way as to run no risk of making a 
pono that would seem to be against the 
record. . 


The passage in Matthew reads as fol- 
lows: 


And as they did eat, he said, Verily I 
say: unto you, that one of you shall betray 
me. And they were exceeding sorrowful, 
and began every one of them to say unto 
him, Lord, is it I? And he answered and 
said, He that dippeth his hand with me in 
the dish, the same shall betray-me. The 
Son of man goeth as it is written of him: 
but woe unto that man by whom the Son 
of man is betrayed! it had been good for 
that man if he had not been born. Then 
Judas, which betrayed him, answered and 
said, Master, is it I? He said unto him, 
Thou hast said. 


This record separates the question of 
Judas from that of the rest of the disciples. 
While he asked the same question, he did 
not ask it with them, but waited until 
after the Lord had answered the others. 
Then Judas asked his question by himself, 
and the Lord gave him the terrible answer 
that belonged to Judas alone among all the 
sons of men. 
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Where millions have been lifted from the abyss of 
sin and superstition and made new creatures in Christ 


The Power of the Gospel in Demon-Shadowed:tiGnids' 
By Robert H. Glover, M.D., F.R.G.S. 




















picture of man-made religions I ask 

you to turn with me now to the 
bright and inspiring record of the Gospel 
in those demon-shadowed lands. The ap- 
parent foolishness of the Gospel message 
does not disconcert us, nor yet tempt us to 
compromise, any more than it did Paul. 
Like him we choose to preach “Jesus Christ, 
and him crucified,” even though it be to 
some a stumblingblock and to others fool- 
ishness, for we well know it to be “the 
power of God,” and “the wisdom of God.” 

Far from being afraid of a searching 
mvestigation of a right sort into missionary 
activities, we and all evangelicals genuinely 
welcome such. True missionary work is 
ever prepared to stand or fall upon the 
merits of its actual accomplishments. What 
amazes me about these men who take it 
upon themselves to appraise Christian mis- 
sions is that they appear to have disre- 
garded altogether the overwhelming record 
of glorious facts connected with the enter- 
prise. 

Have these Commissioners presumed to 
render a verdict in the case of missions 
without reasonably familiarizing themselves 
with the wealth of missionary literature at 
their disposal? Have they read nothing, 
for example, of the wonderful transforma- 
tions wrought among the South Sea 
Islands, where the early missionaries found 
those Island races sunken in the most ap- 
palling immorality, indulging in sorcery, 
cannibalism, wholesale human. sacrifices, 
and bestial orgies of every conceivable kind, 
and where by means of the simple procla- 
mation of the Gospel message thousands 
have been lifted from the abysmal depths 
of such sin and superstition and made “new 
creations in Christ Jesus” ? e 


B from the dark and distressing 


A Strange Ignorance of Facts 


Have these men never heard of how 
brutal savages and bloody murderers in 
Tahiti, in Fiji, in the New Hebrides, were 
turned into devout saints and became zeal- 
ous witnesses and even fearless martyrs for 
Christ? Can they possibly be ignorant of 
those “modern renewals of Pentecost,” as 
Dr. A. J. Gordon was wont to call them, 
at Ongole among the Telugus of India, at 
Banza Manteke on the Congo, at Hilo 
in the Hawaiian Islands, at Pyeng Yang 
in Korea, when multitudes were swept into 
the Kingdom by the mighty power of the 
Spirit of God attending the preaching of 
the Gospel? Are they unfamiliar with the 
wonderful story of Africaner, that monster 
of iniquity, the very mention of whose 
name struck terror to the hearts of the 
people of South Africa, but whom Robert 
Moffatt led to the Saviour and whose trans- 
formed life became convicting evidence 
throughout a vast area of the power of 
the Gospel? Or with the equally impres- 
sive story of that haughty Confucian 
scholar of China, a hopeless opium addict, 
who met Christ through reading the New 
Testament and became the famous Pastor 


“What a contrast between the old 
heathen fear of death and the experi- 
ence of the Christians when they are 
taken! Clouds have darkened our 
skies during the last two weeks, when 
two of our friends have been called 
home! The first was Labini. . . . She 
knew she was going and just before 
she went she prayed, thanking God 
for victory over death. She didn’t 
finish her prayer; an exclamation of 
delight, and she had fallen asleep with 
the light of that glorious awakening 
in His presence still on her face... . 
The funeral service was full of praise 
and triumph, and as the little proces- 
sion wended its way over the hill to 
her last resting place, ‘All Hail the 
Power of Jesus’ Name’ came floating 
back over the still evening air. At the 
graveside, we sang of the land she had 
entered, of the glory of the Father’s 
house, and we could say, ‘O grave, 
where is thy victory’!”’ 

This bright picture of a Christian’s 
death is from a recent letter from 
Phyllis Abel of the Kwato Mission in 
Papua. It is a striking illustration of 
the truths set forth by Dr. Glover in 
this concluding part of his remarkable 
address on the Appraisal Commission, 
begun in last week’s issue. 








Hsi, used of God to rescue hundreds of 
other victims of opium and lead them to 
the Saviour? 

These are but a few among multiplied 
thousands of cases which might be cited. 
Nor let it be thought for a moment that 
results of this kind are confined to the past. 
They are constantly taking place today. 
Hardly a week ever goes by without thrill- 
ing instances coming to my personal notice 
through letters from every part of inland 
China. Recently there came a heart-stir- 
ring tale of a young Lisu tribesman in 
southwest China, saved from a life of gross 
superstition and sin, and how he was beaten 
almost to death and then chained and 
dragged to prison—all because he would 
not renounce his faith in Christ. There in 
his suffering and misery he witnessed so 
well for his Saviour that half of the en- 
tire staff of the yamen turned to the Lord. 
Then again, from the blood-drenched prov- 
ince of Kiangsi comes word of a group 
of Christians in an outstation who were 
brutally done to death by Communist sol- 
diers for their refusal to forsake Christ 
and become insurrectionists, and who died 
with the praises of the Saviour upon their 
lips. 


Why Was the Evidence Overlooked? 


The trouble is not to produce evidence 
of the miracle-working power of the Gos- 
pel. There is plenty of it. The trouble 
is that these Appraisers did not look for 
and find such evidence. 

One of them, talking recently with a 
China Inland Mission speaker at a con- 
vention in a near-by city, expressed his re- 
gret at not having seen any C. I. M. work 


or worker while on his visit to China. To 
be sure, there were at that time only some 
1,100 C. I. M. missionaries on the field, 
occupying 300 stations in fifteen of .China’s 
eighteen provinces! And then he admitted 
that his two or three weeks in China had 
been spent in the cities of Shanghai and 
Nanking! 

I venture to think that it was fortunate 
for the Appraisers, although unfortunate 
for their Report, that they did not go far- 
ther afield, for their fine human philosophies 
would have been found sorry weapons in- 
deed with which to face the Goliaths of 
heathendom, in the form of superstition and 
vice and opium and demon-possession, which 
daily confront the missionary in inland 
China. The Commissioners can cast asper- 
sions upon the rank and file missionaries, 
but it is these very missionaries, not arrayed 
in Saul’s impressive armor but armed with 
their simple sling and smooth stones in the 
name of the Lord of hosts, who are slaying 
those giants and delivering souls from 
the bondage of sin and Satan into the 
glorious light and liberty of the sons of 
God. 

What results has the Modernist “Gospel” 
of human improvement and social uplift to 
show which compare with those of the 
old and only real Gospel of God’s regen- 
erating grace and power? Modernism as 
@ spiritual force is sterile and powerless. 
It has yet to produce its first miracle of 
transformation such as those which I have 
mentioned, Alas, to one’s certain knowledge 
it has made skeptics or agnostics of some 
of the brightest youth of China, and even 
plunged them into the bog of atheistic Bol- 
shevism. 


The Issue Now Out in the Open 


To those who contend that a message 
of greater breadth than that of simple 
evangelism is needed, something that will 
touch the political, social, and industrial 
life of the nations, let me say in reply, that 
the only potent means of influencing these 
corporate areas of life effectively, of lift- 
ing them to a purer level, of making human 
relationships, whether in the home, the 
factory, the neighborhood, or the nation, 
what they ought to be, is the winning of 
individuals to a new life in Christ the Sav- 
iour, 

In conclusion let me say that in one sense 
we have reason to be grateful for this Lay- 
men’s Report, in that it has brought the 
vital issue between Christianity and Mod- 
ernism squarely into the open and_ has 
called upon missionary administrators and 
workers to declare unequivocally where they 
stand. There has been altogether too 
much evasion and side-stepping, too much 
thinking and talking in terms of gray in- 
stead of plain black and white. ‘ 

I have to confess to surprise and dis- 
appointment at the attitude of some avowed 
evangelicals among missionary leaders who, 
while repudiating the doctrinal utterances 
of the Laymen’s Report, yet feel that they 
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must at the same time pay high compliments 
to the personnel of the Commission and 
give deferential consideration to their find- 
ings and recommendations. I have not the 
least disposition to impugn the high moral 
character, the integrity, the human learn- 
ing, or even the sincerity of motive of the 
members of the Appraisal Commission. But 
I have this to say; that by their own doc- 
trinal assertions they have clearly revealed 
their utter unfitness for the task of apprais- 
ing spiritual values or dealing with an en- 
terprise of divine origin and supernatural 
character such as Christian missions, When 
any group of men robs Jesus Christ of his 
deity, his death of its atoning value, his 
Gospel of its unique and saving character, 
and cuts away the very roots of the Chris- 
tian missionary enterprise, as this group 
has done, I submit that its findings deserve 
from us no consideration whatever. 

Do I mean by this that we should shut 
our eyes to light, and refuse to profit by 
criticism, simply because we do not like 
the source from which such light and criti- 
cism come? By no means. There have 
been certain values for us in the criticisms 
even of openly avowed enemies of missions, 
and we have recognized those values. But 
we did not for that reason recognize these 
worldly critics as partners with us in 
Christ’s missionary enterprise. Neither can 
we consistently recognize these Appraisers 
as such, guilty as they are of rejecting the 
very fundamentals of New Testament mis- 
sions and even of Christianity itself. 

What would the apostle Paul’s attitude 
have been toward the heretical utterances 
of these Appraisers and the unchristian tone 
of their entire Report? His own words 
give the answer: “Though we, or an angel 
from heaven, should preach unto you any 
gospel other than that which we preached 
unto you, let him be accursed.” What 
would have been the attitude of those splen- 
did missionary leaders of a generation ago 
who in this very city (Philadelphia) 
pleaded so powerfully the cause of world- 
wide missions? I have in mind Dr. Jacob 
Chamberlain of India, and Dr. Hudson 
Taylor of China, who spoke at the Ecumen- 
ical Conference in 1900, and also others 
such as Dr. A. T. Pierson, Dr. A. J. 
Gordon, and Dr. A. B. Simpson, who were 
among the foremost American advocates of 
missions, Without exception these noble 
men would have raised their voices in un- 
hesitating repudiation and condemnation of 
this Report. Can any sound evangelical 
today do less? 


The Boldest Attack Yet Made 


Let no one be deceived as to the real 
issue at stake. This Laymen’s Report is a 
deliberate and considered attack upon the 
evangelical missionary undertaking with in- 
tent to capture it and divert it into purely 
humanistic channels. The Christian Cen- 
tury, that leading journal of Modernism, 
has the frankness to acknowledge this. In 
its issue of November 30 it stated: “This 
is the first time that Modernism has acted 
explicitly, and upon its own initiative, to 
effect the reconstruction of any primary 
function of the Christian Church. ... The 
basic functioning of organized Christianity 
is involved. When you touch the mission- 
ary enterprise you touch everything that 
goes by the name Christian.” 

Unquestionably the Laymen’s Report is 
the boldest and strongest attack ever yet 
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made upon the true’ Christian missionary 
enterprise, and there is abundant evidence 
that its promoters are laying their plans 
to continue the attack by a systematic and 
vigorous propaganda both at home and on 
the mission fields. We must meet this 
attack and face this issue squarely, and no 
less vigorously than they. Mere verbal 
expressions of indignation and protest will 
not suffice. Our protest must crystallize 
in action. We cannot rest content with 
being simply protestants ; we must be propa- 
gandists, in the true and full meaning of 
that term. 

Speaking for myself, I cannot but feel 
that if the Church had been more loyal, 
and obedient, and in earnest in carrying 
out her Lord’s Great Commission, this con- 
tingency would never have arisen. It is 
a case of the manna of the Gospel, de- 
signed for all of earth’s spiritually starving 
multitudes, having been disobediently and 
selfishly hoarded, with the result that it 
has bred worms, as this whole deplorable 
Laymen’s demonstration all too plainly 
evidences, We are far behind schedule in 
our missionary program. . The world’s 
evangelization is long overdue, and would 
ere now have been accomplished but for 
the Church’s unconcern and sloth. May 
not God perhaps have permitted this at- 
tack to come as a means of awakening his 
true children to greater concern and 
worthier effort? 


Our Own Need of Fresh Dedication 


I am much more burdened about our- 
selves than I am about these Laymen and 
their attack. If we are fully in line with 
the Lord’s will we may safely trust the 
Laymen and their Report to him. Do we 
pride ourselves on being of those who ear- 
nestly contend for-the faith once for all 
delivered unto the saints? Do we really 
believe that Christianity is the only saving 
message for the world? Then we should 
be gripped by the solemn implications of 
such facts. We should realize that, if 
Christianity is the only saving message for 
the world, then it must be given to the 
whole world. If Jesus Christ is the only 
remedy for a desperate and fatal malady, 
then it is our bounden duty to take that 
remedy, with all speed and at any cost, and 
to fail to do so is nothing less than crim- 
inal. Let us beware of regarding ortho- 
doxy as merely a matter of creed. What 
we need is a living, energetic, passionate 
orthodoxy. 

If this meeting tonight results only in 
stirring feelings of fndignation, and passing 
resolutions of protest against the findings 
of a group of unsound Laymen, then despite 
its numbers and enthusiasm it will be a 
failure. But if it results in a renewal of 
true missionary vision, a strengthening of 
sound missionary conviction, an arousing 
to greater action, a fresh and unreserved 
dedication of our lives, with all their powers 
and resources, to the sacred task of carry- 
ing out our blessed Saviour’s last expressed 
wish and last uttered command, and thus 
reaching millions of perishing souls with 
the only message of life before it be too 
late, then will our coming together have 
been worth while indeed. 

The feeling of my own heart in this hour 
—and I trust it is the feeling of every one 
of us—as this shameful Report of the 
Betrayal Commission and the imperative 
claims of Christ’s Great Commission stand 
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before us in startling contrast, finds ex- 
pression in the words of that grand old’. 
missionary hymn of the Church: 


Set on fire our heart’s devotion 
With the love of thy dear Name; 
Till o’er every land and ocean, 
Lips and lives thy cross proclaim ; 
Fix our eyes on thy returning, 
Keeping watch till thou shalt come, 
Loins well girt, lamps brightly burning — 
Then, Lord, take thy servants home. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
4 


Vacation Plans for Teachers 
By Lewis Keast 


ANY teachers have found a great deal 

of joy during their summer vacation 
by keeping in close contact with their 
classes through writing letters. This little 
bit of summer loyalty is growing ; and sum- 
mer time becomes growing time for the 
Sunday-school. 

One teacher wrote a short letter each 
week to some member of the class, and 
this letter was read before the whole class 
the following Sunday. In this way each 
member was remembered and the class 
spirit sustained. 

The vacation letter works well not only 
in sustaining class loyalty, it affords the 
teacher a very unusual opportunity in press- 
ing the claims of Christ upon each member 
of the class. He is a wise teacher, who, 
like the Master, can seize a simple sum- 
mer scene to teach the Word of Life. 

I have known boys and girls, who in 
after years, have cherished vacation letters 
among their choicest souvenirs, because 
they marked the time of their personal 
acceptance of Jesus Christ as Saviour and 
Lord. If for any reason teacher and 
scholar are separated this summer, a vaca- 
tion letter will not only be a sign of loy- 
alty and devotion to the class, but a token 
of love and affection for each member. 

Another profitable summer plan is that 
of visiting other Sunday-schools. It is 
quite popular in our public school system 
to allow teachers a brief time off for visit- 
ing other schools, in order that they may 
acquire new ideas in line with their pro- 
fession. I have often wondered, if we, as 
Sunday-school teachers, might not capital- 
ize this idea. No one because he is visiting 
a new community should use this as an ex- 
cuse for absenting himself from the Sun- 
day-school. 

Last year in the late spring this idea was 
given in our Sunday-school council, and 
each teacher was reminded of the oppor- 
tunity of visitation during the summer 
months. In the fall, preceding Rally Day, 
we instituted a friendly forum in order to 
gather in some of the new suggestions ac- 
quired during the summer vacation, from 
the several schools that were visited. There 
was little criticism. Each teacher seemed 
to have gone out in search of the best 
things. We were surprised at the evident 
growth of the spirit of worship in some 
schools, and the large attendance in others. 

Vacation should mean visitation for every 
Sunday-school teacher, not only for his own 
growth and spiritual development, but for 
the interest of the entire Sunday-school. 
We shall not only acquire new ideas and 
gain new methods, but join in a new fel- 
lowship with other Christian workers. 


IsHPEMING, MICH. 
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LESSON 3. JULY 16. DEBORAH 


International Uniform Lesson.— Judges, Chapters 4, 5 
Golden Text.—God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.—Psa. 46: 1 




















The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Judges 4 : 4-10, 13-15; 5 : 1-3 


KInG JAMES VERSION 

Judg. 4:4 And Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, she 
judged Israel at that time. 

5 And she dwelt under the palm tree of Deborah, between Ramah 
and Beth-el in mount Ephraim: and the children of Israel came 
up to her for judgment. 

6 And she sent and called Barak the son of Abinoam out of 
Kedesh-naphtali, and: said unto him, Hath not the Lorp God of 
Israel commanded, saying, Go and draw toward mount Tabor, and 
take with thee ten thousand men of the children of Naphtali and of 
the children of Zebulun? 

7 And I will draw unto thee, to the river Kishon, Sisera the 
captain of Jabin’s army, with his chariots and his multitude; and 
I will deliver him into thine hand. 

8 And Barak said unto her, If thou wilt go with me, then I will 
go: but if thou wilt not go with me, then I will not go. 

9 And she said, I will surely go with thee: notwithstanding the 
journey that thou takest shall not be for thine honour; for the Lorp 
shall sell Sisera into the hand of a woman. And Deborah arose, 
and went with Barak to Kedesh. 

10 And Barak called Zebulun and Naphtali to Kedesh; and he 
went up with ten thousand men at his feet: and Deborah went up 
with him. 

13 And Sisera gathered together all his chariots, even nine hun- 
dred chariots of iron, and all the people that were with him, from 
Harosheth of the Gentiles unto the river of Kishon. 

14 And Deborah said unto Barak, Up; for this is the day in 
which the Lord hath delivered Sisera into thine hand: is not the 
Lord gone out before thee? So Barak went down from mount Tabor, 
and ten thousand men after him. 

1s And the Lorp discomfited Sisera, and all his chariots, and all 
his host, with the edge of the sword before Barak; so that Sisera 
lighted down off his chariot, and fled away on his feet. 

5:1 Then sang Deborah and Barak the son of Abinoam on that 
day, saying, 

2 Praise ye the Lorp for the avenging of Israel, when the people 
willingly offered themselves. pare 

3 Hear, O ye kings; give ear, O ye princes; I, even I, will sing 
unto the Lorn; I will sing praise to the Lorp God of Israel. 


% % 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Judg. 4:4 Now Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, 
she judged Israel at that time, 5 And she ‘dwelt under the palm- 
tree of Deborah between Ramah and Beth-el in the hill-country of 
Ephraim: and the children of Israel came up to her for judgment. 
6 And she sent and called Barak the son of Abinoam out of Kedesh- 
naphtali, and said unto him, Hath not Jehovah, the God of Israel, 
commanded, saying, Go and draw unto mount Tabor, and take with 
thee ten thousand men of the children of Naphtali and of the chil- 
dren of Zebulun? 7 And I will draw unto thee, to the river Kishon, 
Sisera, the captain of Jabin’s army, with his chariots and his multi- 
tude; and I will deliver him into thy hand. 8 And Barak said 
unto her, If thou wilt go with me, then I will go; but if thou wilt 
not go with me, I will not go. g And she said, I will surely go 
with thee: notwithstanding, the journey that thou takest shall not 
be for thine honor; for Jehovah will sell Sisera into the hand of 
a woman. And Deborah arose, and went with Barak to Kedesh. 
10 And Barak called Zebulun and Naphtali together to Kedesh; and 
there went up ten thousand men at his feet: and Deborah went up 
with him. 

13 And Sisera gathered together all his chariots, even nine hun- 
dred chariots of iron, and all the people that were with him, from 
Harosheth of the * Gentiles, unto the river Kishon. 14 And Deborah 
said unto Barak, Up; for this is the day in which Jehovah hath 
delivered Sisera into thy hand: is not Jehovah gone out before thee ? 
So Barak went down from mount Tabor, and ten thousand men after 
him. 15 And Jehovah discomfited’ Sisera, and all his chariots, and 
all his host, with the edge of the sword before Barak; and Sisera 
alighted from his chariot, and fled away on his feet. 

5:1 Then sang Deborah and Barak the son of Abinoam on that 
day, saying, 

2 For that the leaders took the lead in Israel, 
For that the people offered themselves willingly, 
Bless ye Jehovah. 
3 Hear, O ye kings; give ear, O ye princes; 
I, even I, will sing unto Jehovah; 
I will sing praise to Jehovah, the God of Israel. 
1Or, sat. *Or, nations. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 
of Religious Education. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 
HREE women, all “mothéefs in 
Israel,” are included among the early 
leaders of God’s people selected for 
study in the Sunday-schools of the world. 
Deborah, Ruth, and Hannah were daugh- 
ters of faith who dared greatly for God. 
Deborah’s bright light blazed out in the 
midst of deep darkness in Israel’s scattered 
tribes. Deborah arose in time of depres- 
sion and confusion and discduragement, 
brought about by a mighty oppression of 
a mighty enemy. When those who should 
have been prophets were faint-hearted, God 
chose a prophetess whose name and song 
have sounded down through the ages to 
encourage God’s people as they contend 
with the same enemy who was the real 
power back of Jabin and Sisera. 


The Historical Setting 

Judges records: first an oppression of 8 
years under the king of Mesopotamia (3: 
8), then rest for 40 years under Othniel 
(3: 11), servitude for 18 years under Egion, 
king of Moab (3:14), followed by a rest 
of 80 years after Ehud’s victory. Next is 
mentioned the 20 years’ oppression under 
Jabin, king of Canaan, from which Deborah 
delivered Israel. This would make at least 
166 years after the death of Joshua; bring- 


ing the date for Deborah to about 1260 
B. C. But there is great uncertainty as to 
the dates of Judges, since there is no as- 
surance that the periods of servitude and 
rest were consecutive. Beecher puts the 
date at about 1351. 


Verse by Verse 

Judges 4:4—Deborah, a_ prophetess. 
One who spoke for God (Exod. 7:1). 
Four other prophetesses are mentioned 
(Exod. 15:20; 2 Kings 22:14; Isa. 8:3; 
Luke 2:36), beside the four daughters of 
Philip (Acts 21:8, 9), and two false 
prophetesses (Neh. 6:14; Rev. 2: 20). She 
judged Israel. A special province of the 
ruler or king was to judge, and since there 
was no king one who had wisdom to judge 
became a real ruler of the people (Exod. 
IS: 14; 2 Sam: 1573-4). 

Verse 5.—Dwelt under the palm tree of 
Deborah, Probably meaning that her place 
of judgment was outdoors under a palm 
tree, called afterward by her name. Be- 
tween Ramah and Beth-el. Ramah may 
have been the town of Samuel’s birth (1 
Sam. 1:19). Bethel, about ten miles north 
of Jerusalem, is famous in the history of 
Israel from Jacob. on (Gen. 35:8). 

Verse 6.—She sent and called Barak. 
Exercising her divine authority, she chooses 
the warrior best calculated to lead Israel 
to victory. Out of Kedesh-naphtali. A 
city of refuge, about 5 miles northwest 
of Lake Merom, in the very territory where 


Jabin was oppressing the people. Go and 
draw toward mount Tabor. This mountain, 
once supposed to be the scene of the trans- 
figuration, is r2 miles west-by-south of the 
southern curve of the Lake of Galilee, about 
1,800 feet high, and at the northeast end 
of the plain of Esdraelon. Ten thousand 
men... of Naphtali and of ... Zebulun. 
His own tribe, Naphtali, and the adjoining 
one, had suffered most from Jabin. Some 
men came also from Benjamin, Manasseh, 
and Ephraim, supplementing the ten thou- 
sand, and Dan, Reuben, Gilead, and Ashur 
are reproached for sending none (5: 14-18). 


Verse 7.—I will draw unto thee. God is 
the real mover. Men act by their free will, 
but God constrains them. To the river 
Kishon, next to the Jordan, Palestine’s most 
important river; starts about 10 miles west 
of the Jordan, near Bethshean, runs north- 
west in a winding course about thirty miles 
to the Mediterranean, on the northern side 
of mount Carmel. 


Verse 8.—If thou wilt go with me. It 
was natural for Barak to want the prophet- 
ess with him. It indicated his confidence 
in her power with God, but indicated also 
his lack in his independent faith in God. 


Verse 9.—I will surely go with thee. lt 
was not a woman’s place, but Deborah was 
instantly ready to go. For the Lord shall 
sell Sisera into the hand of a woman. This’ 
seems to be a clear prophecy of Jael’s put- 
ting Sisera to death. However, it does not 
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exclude the other fact that the honor of 
leadership goes to Deborah rather than to 
Barak. This Sunday-school lesson is one 
evidence of the fact. 


Verse 13.—Harosheth of the Gentiles. 
Probably located on the river Kishon in 
the plain of Acre, near the Mediterranean, 

Verse 14.—Up; for this is the day in 
which the Lord hath delivered Sisera. From 
the human standpoint it appeared to be the 
day when Sisera would overwhelm Israel. 
Is not the Lord gone out before thee? The 
Jewish tradition given through Josephus is 
that Barak hesitated and wanted to retreat 
when he saw the opposing force. But with 
God going before, Barak could dare to go 
down from mount Tabor into the plain, 
though this was the place of the deadly 
power of Sisera’s nine hundred iron chariots 
Cvs, a 3S; $3 2a). 

Verse 15.—The Lord discomfited Sisera. 
Josephus says there was a terrific storm 
(5:20); “the river of Kishon swept them 
away” (5:21). 

Chapter 5:1.—Then sang Deborah and 
Barak. They are linked together, but the 
song is Deborah’s (v. 3: “I will sing”). 

Verse 2.—Praise ye the Lord. All the 
glory belongs to him who is the real Vic- 
tor. For the avenging of Israel, All Is- 
rael’s wars, ordered by the Lord, were 
righteous wars against wicked people, who 
needed the judgment of God. Vengeance 
belongs to God, and he was executing it. 
The Revised Version translates “the leaders 
took the lead in Israel.” The people will- 
ingly offered themselves. God gives the 
power, and our part is freely to yield (Psa. 
110: 3; Rom. 12: 1, 2). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Deborah is a challenge to Christian wo- 
men, and to men also, to show fearless 
faith in these dark and dangerous days. 
The battle that Deborah and Barak led 
was the first battle in the plain of Megiddo 
where Armageddon, the last great conflict 
at the end of this age, will take place (Rev. 
16:16). We are fighting the same fight 
today, under the same leader, the Captain 
of the Lord’s host. Deborah’s qualities of 
leadership are what we need today: she 
looked to God for wisdom and for strength ; 
she honored God’s Word; she unselfishly 
co-operated with other leaders, giving them 
honor; she roused God’s people to act to- 
gether against the enemy; she lauded faith 
and condemned slothful ease; she ascribed 
all glory to God. This same God is our 
God, “a very present help in trouble.” 


Lesson Outline 

By FairH — DEBORAH 

1. Faith carrying on in dark days, in 
the midst of the enemy’s mighty oppres- 
sion (Judg. 4: 1-5). 

2. Faith rising to claim the great de- 
liverance (4: 6-24). 

3. Faith exulting in the victory, giving 
all praise to God (5: 1-31). 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Book of Judges.—Judges is a story 
of Israel’s faithlessness and God’s favor: 
sin, punishment, repentance, deliverance (2: 
6-23). But where sin abounded, grace 
abounded more exceedingly. The length of 
the servitudes recorded is about one-fifth of 
the periods of rest. Twelve Judges are 
treated, including Deborah but not Barak, 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. July 2.—Joshua. Joshua, Chapters 1-6, 23, 24 
2. July 9.—Caleb ....Numbers 13; Joshua 14 
3. July 16.—Deborah ..Judges, Chapters 4, 5 
4. July 23.—Isaiah Denounces Drunken- 

ness and Other Sins (Temperance 


EROOGE): oc cccvccssvesecseeces Isaiah 5 : 1-30 
5. July 30—Gideon ...... Judges, Chapters 6-8 
6. August 6—Ruth ........ The Book of Ruth 
7. August 13.—Hannah. 1 Samuel, Chapters 1, 2 
8. August 20.—Samuel. 


1 Samuel, Chapters 3, 7, 12 
9. August 27.—Saul. 1 Samuel, Chapters 9-11, 15 
10. June 4.—Jesus Faces Betrayal and Denial. 
Mark 14: 10-72 
11. September 10.—Jonathan. 
1 Samuel, Chapters 18-20 
12. September 17.—Solomon. 
1 Kings, Chapters 5-8 
13. September 24.—Review: Some Early 
Leaders of Israel. 








and not including Abimelech, the usurping 
king. The key of the book is found in the 
last verse (21:25), found also in 17:6; 
1S? FF IOs ki 

Slaying of Sisera by Jael—To suppose 
that Jael treacherously murdered Sisera 
after extending hospitality to him, and to 
suppose that God would have nothing but 
condemnation. for this action, is to miss 
completely the meaning of the narrative. 
Deborah was speaking by the inspiration of 
the Spirit when she exulted in the woman’s 
putting Sisera to death, and exalted Jael 
as “blessed above women.” Jael’s husband, 
Heber the Kenite, was friendly with Jabin, 
the great enemy of Israel (4: 11, 17), who 
had murdered thousands, and had doubtless 
been the cause of bringing thousands of 
Israel’s maidens into shame (5:30). But 
Jael clung to her own Israel, and was loyal 
to the true God. Her execution of Sisera 
was an act of faith and linked her with 
Deborah as a savior of her people. Some 
judge that the deed was treacherous be- 
cause she offered him the hospitality of an 
Oriental tent. Others point out that Sisera 
subjected himself to the death penalty by 
entering the woman’s private tent. But alto- 
gether apart from such questions, Jael’s 
deceiving of her nation’s enemy was of 
the same kind as Ehud’s deceiving of Eglon 
when he put him to death (3: 15-22). Both 
of these deliverers were raised up by God 
(3:15; 4:9). 

Women’s Ministry —Deborah is an illus- 
tration of the Bible principles governing 
the ministry of women. Woman is not 
ordinarily to exercise a place of authority 
over men (1 Cor, 11:13; 1 Tim. 2: 11, 12). 
God did call women to prophesy (1 Cor. 
11:5; Acts 2:18; 21:9). Also, in excep- 
tional cases, when men are not taking up 
the work, a woman may be called to exer- 
cise authority, as in the mission field. It 
is not a question of equality, but of order 
and of God’s call for women (1 Cor, 11: 
¥r.. 32). 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Mothers in Israel, awake! Deborah arose 
a mother iri Israel when the people needed 
to be turned back to God. The fearful 
failure of many of the missionary leaders 
of the Church calls for leaders among the 
women, who have been the chief supporters 
of missions, to protest against every. dis- 
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honoring of Christ and his Word, at home 


and abroad. Women’s leadership is needed ° 


also in holding to Christian standards in 
the home, and in the marriage relationship. 


But above all, Spirit-filled women are: 


needed> to strengthen their husbands and 
their sons, to fire them to the high ven- 
tures of faith, even as Deborah inspired 
Barak. 


Let us fleesfrom idolatry! The great sin 
of Israel through the period of the Judges 
was turning from the living God to serve 
idols. Today we are invited by the “re- 
thinkers of missions,” who have been hon- 
ored and flattered by great Christian 
leaders, to join forces with the idolaters 
of the earth in bringing in the Kingdom 
of God (1 Cor. 10:20, 21). 


Where are we in God’s battle? In Debo- 
rah’s day men were divided into two classes, 
the enemies of God and God’s people. In 
which class are we? But God’s people 
were divided into two classes. Blessings 
were heaped upon the people who willingly 
offered themselves, hazarding their lives 


(5:18; Phil. 2:29, 30), but there were. 


curses for the “slackers.” Christians. today 
who are absorbed in their business and 


. their pleasures, who are living a life of - 


comparative ease and not taking part in 
the warfare and tribulations of God’s peo- 
ple, are like Reuben staying by their sheep- 
folds, and like Dan, interested in their ships 
(5: 16, 17). 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Are we on “the high places of the field” 
of battle (5:18), or on the low places in 
the fields of ease? (5: 16.) 


Infidels accuse the Old Testament of giv- 
ing a low place to woman; Deborah and 
all the mothers of Israel stand up to refute 
this charge. 


When H. Clay Trumbull was asked 
whether it was fitting to have a woman 
superintendent of a Sunday-school he said 
something like this: “The best man in 
the community should be superintendent of 
the Sunday-school. If that man happens to 
be a woman, let her be superintendent.” 


It is not good for man to be alone when 
he goes forth to fight God’s battles; he 
needs faith-filled women. d 


Without a leader, God’s people are like 
sheep: without a shepherd: but we have 
the Leader. 


The rest the land had for forty years is 
a picture of the everlasting rest that will 
follow Christ’s final victory. 


There are people today who are listening 
to “the pipings for the flocks” instead of 
following the trumpet that calls to war. 


The greatest tragedy of depression years 
in Christian America is that there has been 
no national cry to God either of repentance 
or af request for deliverance. 


If the present measures seem to bring 
relief from this depression, the praise and 
glory will be ascribed to man; how different 
Deborah. 

Mark Deborah’s unstinted praise of an- 
other woman. Noble Deborah! 

Fearless faith leads to faithful fighting. 

All things are with us if we are on 


Christ’s side: the stars in their courses 


fought against Sisera. 
Cotumaia, S. C. 


— 


== 


Lesson for July 16 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. 
They are written by three members of 
The Sunday School Times __ staff,—Mr. 
McQuilkin, Mrs. Askew, and Mr. Smith. 
Have you tried assigning some of the ques- 
tions to different members of your class, 
letting them see whether they can discover 
the answers as given on a later page of 
this issue? 


W the. telling words in Judges 5 reveal 
the extent of the domination of Jabin 
over Israel in Deborah’s time? 
2. Which tribes of the twelve evidently 
failed Deborah and Barak? 


3. What prophetess of Israel preceded Deb- 
orah? In what three ways was she like 


Deborah, and in what two ways was she dif- 
ferent? 


4. What is the keynote in Deborah’s song 
of victory? 


5. What other characteristics of Deborah’s 
song. make it one of the greatest pieces of 
poetry in all time? 


6.. What made the victory of Deborah and 
Barak such an important one in the history 
of Israel? 


7- What shows  Deborah’s greatness in 
humility as well as in other qualities? 


8. Name one great natural reason, and 
one great spiritual reason, for Israel’s oppres- 
sion by her enemies. 


9. Are there any subsequent mentions of 
Deborah and Barak in the Bible? 


10. Cite some other notable instances in 
Scripture. where men were challenged by 
women, either for good or for evil. 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on one of the later pages of this issue. aid 


ye 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. * 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of fllustrations 
submitted on each readers are asked ta 
limit to ten the total for any one lesson. 

The Reds Fulfill Prophecy.— And Sisera 
gathered together all his chariots (Judg. 
4:13). Recently the Soviet Government 
issued a special and most significant post- 
age stamp. It was issued to commemorate 
the tenth anniversary of the Red Army’s 
cavalry. The flag carried. by the leading 
horseman is blood red—the flag of Rus- 
sia’s Red Army, and the emblem of world 
communism. The line apparently marking 
the pathways is likewise red on the original 
stamp — the red pathway of Gog. The de- 
signer of this stamp probably never read a 
line of the Apocalypse. Yet who, familiar 
with the Bible, can look upon this stamp 
and fail to think of the four famous horse- 
men of Revelation 6, starting forth on their 
ride to judgment and to death? These 
appear to be setting the world afire as 
they ride. Note the Sea of Azov. They 
seem to be heading toward Palestine. Did 
God guide the hands of Gog’s workman in 
the making of this stamp, to the end that 
it should speak to those who have ears 
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to hear in these momentous hours? If 
these ride forth to the mountains of Israel, 
they will ride forth never to return!— 
From The King’s Business. Sent by J. A. 
Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. 


Miss Havergal’s Brave Testimony.—/ 
will sing unto the Lord (chap. 5:3). 
Frances Ridley Havergal was a devoted 
Christian as well as an accomplished singer. 
She was a guest at an occasion where many 
distinguished people, including the King 
himself, were present. A famous Italian 
prima donna had been engaged to furnish 
entertainment for the brilliant audience, 
and after a number of wonderful renditions, 
Miss Havergal was asked if she would 
sing. She paused a moment in uncertainty, 
then stepped to the piano and made a most 
exquisite rendering of a difficult aria from 
one of Handel’s oratorios. Then even be- 
fore the applause ceased she began to sing 
to her own accompaniment the words of 
one of her most deeply spiritual poems, 
for which her pen had become so noted: 


Oh, Saviour, precious Saviour, 
hom yet unseen we love, 
Oh, Name of might and favor, 
All other names above. 


Among the first to congratulate her was 
the renowned Italian artist who said to 
her, “You have something I do not have, 
and I want it.’—From The Presbyterian. 
Sent by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Clara Barton’s Fears.—God is our ref- 
uge and strength, a very present help in 
trouble (Golden Text). “People say that 
I must have been born brave. Why, I 
seem to remember nothing but terrors in 
my early days. I was a shrinking bundle 
of fears — fears of thunder, fears of strange 
faces, fears of my strange self.” Such is 
Clara Barton’s confession of her girlhood. 
It speaks volumes for her that she was 
able to overcome these fears so as to be- 
come the “angel of the battlefield.” She 
managed the rebellious drivers of the army 
wagons which carried her supplies of food, 
bandages, and medicine. She ministered to 
thousands of wounded on the firing-line amid 
such scenes of blood and carnage as made 
veteran surgeons and soldiers pale at the 
very sight. She was in Fredericksburg 
when “every street was a firing line and 
every house a hospital.” General Patrick 
caught sight of her and thought her a 
refugee. ‘Do you want protection?” asked 
the General chivalrously. “I believe I am 
the best protected woman in the United 
States,” answered Miss Barton with a 
smile.—From the Young People’s Delight. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Carthage, S. D. 


When We Have to Sign It Away.—God 
is our refuge and strength, a very present 
help in trouble (Golden Text). Many 
heart-breaking assignments of property 
have been made in recent months. A con- 
secrated Christian husband and wife re- 
cently had to face it, and in a letter to a 
friend the wife writes: “As we sat together 
at the table to sign away all, I said, ‘But 
we have not signed away our title clear to 
a mansion in the skies, nor yet the dear 
Lord himself and his precious promise.’ 
You ask if spiritual depression never in- 
trudes. Fear and panic at times are walk- 
ing side by side with us, but we have both 
learned that a swift prayer to the Holy 
Spirit puts them to flight, and they are 
crawling away? No, they are fleeing away, 
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according. to the dear old Book’s promise.” 
—From The Sunday S¢hool Times. Sent 
by W.J. Hart, D.D., Utica, N. Y. 


Learning the Refuge.—God is our refuge 
and strength, a very present help in trouble 
(Golden Text). Augustine says truly, “A 
refuge is not easily found in trouble, which 
was not sought in the time of peace.” A 
stranger that flies to a house for safety 
in the dark fumbles about the door, not 
knowing where to find the latch; his enemy, 
if nigh, may kill him before he can enter; 
but one that is well acquainted with the 
house is not long in getting in. Christian, 
inform thyself of the lodging of God’s 
promises, before the night of suffering sets 
in—From The King’s Business. Sent by 
Howard M. Green, Hornell, N. Y. 


Are You Expecting the Ravens?—A 
very present help in trouble (Golden Text). 
A little boy and his widowed mother had 
been reading of how the ravens fed Elijah. 
The two were sitting in a fireless room 
beside a bare table on a bitter night near 
Christmas. Both were very hungry and 
their case was desperate, but simple faith ~ 
triumphed. When they had finished read- 
ing and had knelt down to pray, the little 
boy asked his mother if he might open the 
door for God’s ravens to come in, for he 
was sure that they must be on their way. 
The mother agreed. The Mayor of the 
town was passing the house and noticed the 
open door and came to find out what was 
the matter. The story was soon told and 
his response was, “I will be God’s raven,” ° 
and very soon their need was abundantly 
met.—From the Christian Herald (Lon- 
don). Sent by E. M. James, Toronto, Can. 
Prize illustration. 
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Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MATERIAL: Several pictures of 
mothers who have been an inspiration 
to their children, or others. 











HEN I think of Deborah, I always 

think of the expression, “a mother in 
Israel.” She was the inspiration of the 
Children of Israel in a time of need. 

Many a. man has found his mother or 
his wife the only person who could ‘keep 
up his courage through hard places. We 
have some pictures of these mothers to- 
day. I am very sure if we could ask each 
one how she kept up her own courage and 
that of her family, we would get the same 
answer from each of them. And it would 
be the same secret of strength that Deborah 
had: faith in the Lord God Jehovah, and 
obedience to his commands. 

I know mothers today who are carrying 
on in the face of overwhelming difficulties, 
facing each day of testing with a high cour- 
age and a cheerful face, and only God 
knows the hours of the night when they 
agonize in prayer for their loved ones. I 
know mothers today who spend hours each 
day in intercessory prayer for the Lord’s 
work at home and abroad; mothers with 
sons and daughters on the far battle lines 
in Asia, Africa, and South America. These 
are our Deborahs. Shall we not do them 
honor today? 


Mopesto, CAL. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“My Man!’’"—Barak said unto her, If 
thou wilt go with me, then I will go 
(Judges 4:8). The masterful woman. 
Barak seems to have had no objection to be 
tied to her apron strings. Deborah said, 
“Okay with me, but if you go, to you will 
be all the credit, but if I go there will be 
no glory for you, for mark this, Barak: 
the Lord shall sell Sisera into the hand of 
a woman” (vs. 8, 9). 

As you watch Deborah and Barak riding 
out in their three-horse-power-two-wheel 
“cars,” on their way to direct the battle, 
you think of Joan of Arc upon her great 
white horse leading her French soldiers to 
victory with the Dauphin, Charles VII, 
tagging along, a poor “second fiddle.” 

Gentle reader, if you are a man, which 
way would you rather have it, “Deborah — 
Barak’s ruler,” or “Barak — Deborah’s 
general”? That is to say, Sallie — John 
Smith’s wife, or John Smith — Sallie’s 
husband? 

No real womanly wife, if she can help 
it, wants to be the head of the house. The 
real wife wants to be able to point to the 
fine upstanding husband and say in her 
heart with pride, “My man!” 

Deborah was the type of the real woman. 
That is why she had come to the head of 
the nation. She did not want the glory that 
belonged to the Secretary of War. But Mr, 
Secretary did not have the faith in God 
of his Madame President. Behind a wo- 





“as THE LIGHTNING-------SO -ALSO THE COMING” 
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man’s skirt is an easy way to “get by.” 
Lots of men’ since Adam have tried it. 
The real man says, “Deborah, you be the 
Queen. I'll go out with faith in almighty 
God and fight the battles.” (Prov. 31: 23.) 


Slogans.—U >); for this is the day (v. 14). 
Years ago, when we had this lesson, with 
this text as the inspiration, I wrote the 
following free verse: 


Up, for this is the day — 

The day to keep the heart pure 
And the hands clean, 

The day to keep the head level, 
The day to boost the other fellow, 
The day to be kind, 

The day to do one’s level best, 
The day to improve on yesterday, 
The day to make good 


Mr. J. W. Humphrey of Chatham, Ont., 
was pleased to make this into a wall card, 
and he sent me one. The. motto has sur- 
vived many housecleanings, and hangs upon 
a tack over ihere on a bookshelf. 

This day in which we live is one of 
slogans. Advertisers hunt for a good one, 
and offer substantial prizes in cash for the 
one that will in a word or two describe the 
product and what it stands for. Here are 
four for a starter. “Soap. Soup. Shoes.” 
“That school girl complexion.” “Ready to 
serve.” “The eye of the sole.” Come on, 
fellers, how many can you dig up? 

Here in our lesson today are the six 
words that spell Deborah and success. They 
will spell success for you, too, on the Deb- 
orah terms. There are brief words that 
describe other Bible heroes. A fine exer- 
cise to find them. For example: Daniel 


“Ther “Then shall that Wicked (one) be 
: revealed whom the I ord-- shall 
destroy with the brightnes $6 oF 


bo Hay 


his coming: 
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2Thes.2:8. 















On the very same plain 
of Esdraelon, where the 
armies of Jabin, Israel’s op- 
pressor, were overthrown by 
Barak, % ightningwill be fought 
.the great battle of Armageddon, 





and most terrible of the oppress- 
ors of Israel, will be vanquished 
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“would not defile himself with the king’s 
meat” (Dan. 1:8); Samuel, “Here am I” 
(1 Sam. 3:4); Isaiah, “Here am I; send 
me” (Isa. 6:8). What was Abraham's, 
Isaac’s, Jacob’s, David’s, Solomon’s, Nehe- 
miah’s, Paul’s, Peter’s, John’s, and all the 
rest? Lots of fun hunting them up! 

God and the world likes the “Up; for 
this is the day” sort of men and women. 
“Johnny-on-the-spot” is how his name 1s 
spelled in the market place. One of. the 
boys in our family, now in his Sophomore 
year at Old Siwash, got a vacation job in 
a big Philadelphia bank. He was told to 
come on Thursday. He was on hand Wed- 
nesday. “You were not to come until to- 
morrow,” said the official. “I know it,” 
said the boy. “Then why did you come 
Wednesday?” “I was afraid you might 
change your mind.” The president of the 
bank said to me, “Ridgway, that tickled 
the cashier, and when he told me about it 
he said, ‘He’ll do!” 


Getting Married.—Then sang Deborah 


and Barak (5:1 I haven’t the time to 


look it up for sure, but so far as I can ° 


remember this is the only duet in the Bible. 
Some of you Cornercopias can look it up. 
It must have been a most impressive occa- 
sion. Imagine after the great war the 
Queen of England and General Haig sing- 
ing Queen Mary’s own song! Imagine the 
Mistress of the White House and General 
Pershing singing one of Mrs. Roosevelt’s 
own songs — supposing she has written any 
songs since college days. How the whole 
wide world would tune in on London and 
Washington! 

My comparison doesn’t fit? How do you 
happen to know that King George over the 
coffee (maybe it’s tea) does not say, “Now, 
Mary, how would you handle this delicate 
matter?” How do you know’ President 
Roosevelt does not say over the buckwheat 
cakes and sausage, “My dear, what’s your 
opinion as to the best way to help Europe 
out of the mess she is in?” That is what 
you would do, isn’t it? Of course, if you 
are wise. 

I don’t know how it is done, but a good 
woman seems to be furnished with a faculty 
denied us clumsy men. She says, “You'd 
better not do so and so.” “Why?” “Be- 
cause.” And that is all you get. (In that 
previous paragraph about slogans, “Be- 
cause” would have stood for woman.) The 
real woman, the Deborah woman, seems to 
know things by a sort of instinct. 

But we seem to have wandered away 
from that Deborah-Barak duet and the 
point I was going to make. That point is, 
when you tie up with a masterful woman 
who has her trust in God your life is go- 
ing to be one of victory and song. And 
not defeat and tears. I wonder if all young 
fellows who read this are smart enough to 
take the hint. The cocktail-cigarette type, 
do not forget, is never, no never, a Debo- 
rah. Cut her out. There are plenty of 
the real girls, but you got to dig for “pure 
gold” (2 Cor. 6:14). 


CoATESVILLE, Pa. 
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Don’t you want a handy binder in which 
to .keep your copies of THe Sunpay 
ScHoot Times? Send in four Get Ac- 
quainted subscriptions (25 cents, each, for 
ro weeks) and the binder is yours (price 
of the binder, $1). 
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Lesson for July 16 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou hast ‘ever. given to thy servants the en- 
couragement of those who will stand with them 
in great emergency. We thank thee that we 
are not left alone in times -of special stress, 
but that thou art ever watchful of the needs 
of thy servants and ready to equip us for what- 
ever task thou dost set before us. When thine 
enemies rise up in their strength, thou dost 
disclose their weakness. We pray that as we 
face in our day the enemies that would halt 
thy work or destroy it, we may do so cour- 
ageously, knowing that thou art more eager 
to give victory to thy servants than they are 
to secure it. May we move bravely to do 
thy will with thankful hearts because of the 
help that.thou dost send to us. In the name 
of the Lord Jesus. - Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Some one has said 
that the test of leadership is the ability to 
bear loads without breaking. Of course, 
persons who try to be leaders without God 
add tremendously to their own burdens. 
A leader in the Lord’s service is given spe- 
cial strength that does not belong to those 
who are not drawing their strength from 
God himself. You will notice in these Old 
Testament lessons that leaders who met 
great difficulties were given special strength 
by the Lord, who sometimes taught them 





NoT MY STRENGTH 











by deep lessons that it was not their 
strength but his, upon which they could 
count. Deborah was a prophetess as well 
as a judge in Israel, drawing her strength 
from God. No wonder Barak said he would 
not undertake the attack against Sisera if 
he did not have her help. So it is with 
those who are serving the Lord. It is to 
them that we turn when we are in need. 
Those of us who know the Lord and are 
following him ought to be especially ready 
in these days to answer the needs of others 
in his name. His loyal followers have a 
duty in this which should not be forgotten 
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when so many are facing distressing cir- 
cumstances. What can you do this week 
to use for another the strength that God 
has given to you? Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
The Pivot: God, the Great Deliverer. 
1. Man’s great wickedness. 

2..God’s great kindness. 
3. God, my great Friend. 
4. God giving a great victory. 











HIS is a lesson on “great things.” First 
_2 we read of the great wickedness of the 
Children of Israel. “And the chiidren of 
Israel did evil again in the sight of the 
Lord.” How often we read these words, 
and yet every time we are told that when 
“they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, 

. he saved them out of their distresses” 
(Psa. 107:13). What a gracious God is 
ours! 

He is “slow to anger, and of great kind- 
ness’ (Neh. 9:17). Stress the kindness of 
God in forgiving their sin of unbelief and 
rebellion, and coming again and again to 
their rescue. 

This kind God sent his dear Son from 
Heaven to come and die for you and me, 
and so he proved that he is our great 
Friend. Have you ever cried to this great 
Friend to save you? He will, if you ask 
him, for he has said, “Him [or her] that 
cometh to me I will in no wise cast out” 
(John 6: 37). Will you not come and ask 
him to.save you today? 

We have seen how this great God was 
Joshua’s helper, and Caleb’s helper, and 
today we are going to hear how he was a 
woman’s ‘helper! This’: woman’s name was 
Deborah, and she was a Judge! 

Describe Deborah sitting as Judge under 
the palm tree at Bethel. The one for whom 








The Golden Text in Song 





Psalm 46: 1 




















God is our ref - uge and strength, 

















Cra | anil a rE 2 A ae nee +a 4 1: a a rH 
a) a ws c nae eC i rea ‘ 
i ae & 0 | 3 a ae a oe L x i Rd Riicsct Real 
| VV S ie Ls NRE OSE L hikes ee 
oy r i 
Harmony 






Copyright, 1933, by Robert Harkness. International copyright secured. 


A ver-y pres-ent help in trou - ble, 


Se 
trou - ble. 








a@  ver-y pres-ent help in 
2. 2. 





Robert Harkness is the editor of The Sacred Musician, a new sacred music magazine — published 
monthly — featuring new vocal and instrumental music — in addition to timely informative. articles 
and stories. Subscriptions are $2 a year in U. S. A., $2.50 in Canada, $3 in all other countries. Sample 
copy 25 cents. Mail subscriptions to The Sacred ‘Musician, P. O. Box 204, South Pasadena, Calif. 





44h 


she was named, Rebecca’s nurse, was buried : 
there four hundred years before (Gen. 35: 
8). Tell the story vividly of the oppres- 
sion of the people by Jabin, King of the 
Canaanites, whose General, Sisera, had nine 
hundred chariots of iron. 

But there was-one brave heart that did 
not tremble before these great enemies, for 
she could say, “The Lord is with us.” 

“And she sent and called Barak” (Judg. 
4:6). Barak obeyed the summons, but 
his want of faith robbed him of the honor 
of the great victory won by a woman’s 
faith. Stress the fact that God could not 
give Barak the honor, because Barak did 
not honor him. Fear does not honor God. 
So the victory went to faith, and all the 
glory was given to God. “The Lord dis- 
comfited Sisera, and all his chariots.” “If 
God be for us, who can be against us?” 
(Rom. 8:31.) Impress on the minds of 
the children that when we have accepted 
him as our Saviour and he has become our 
great Friend, we may always be. on the 
winning side, for we are “more than con- 
querors through him that loved us” (Rom. 
8: 37). 

And Deborah did not forget to thank 
and praise God when the victory was won! 
She sang a great song of praise to him in 
which she said that it was God who was 
to be praised, for it was he who had done 
it all. Do you always remember to thank 
God when he has helped you, and give all 
the praise to him? 


Expression Work 


Get the children to tell you ways in 
which God has helped them, and then pray 
a simple prayer of thanksgiving which they 
can repeat after you. 

York, Ena. 

we 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
God’s Great Leaders in Israel: 
How They Kept the Faith 


3. Deborah dared trust God . . . and—? 











ERE is surely a “thriller” for your 

girls —a woman leading and winning 
a great battle! Not often enough in his- 
tory has this been done to make it an’ oft- 
told tale, and here, in one of the ancient 
books of our old Bible, we find one of the 
few women-warriors of the world! 

Call to mind a few of the women soldiers 
of other lands and times— Zenobia of 
Palmyra, Boadicea of Britain, Joan of 
France — and then, Deborah of Israel! Her 
whole story? Just as much of it as you 
can give your girls in good story style, by 
the best story teller available. 

Chapters 4 and § of the Book of Judges 
furnish vivid details related in as dramatic 
a style as may be found in the Bible, the 
most dramatic of all literature. “The Song 
of Deborah and Barak” (chap. 5) seems to 
speak for both these leaders in this decisive 
battle, for here are Deborah’s very words 
concerning herself, the “mother in Israel’ 
(5:7) who arose to deliver her people from 
the desolation wrought by their powerful 
enemy, Jabin the Canaanite. 

She, whose character apparently had 
caused her to be more than the wife of 
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Lapidoth, so that “she judged Israel... 
under the palm tree,” and who was desig- 
nated by her name, was also, you: note, a 
prophetess called of God to bring his peo- 
ple his word (Judg. 4:4, 5). Note her 
description of the ruin of her land under 
the raids of Sisera, the captain of Jabin’s 
great army (5:8 and 4:3, 13, etc.). Pic- 
ture this situation and this remarkable wo- 
man clearly before you go on to the story 
of her great victory in battle against the 
Canaanites, 

Your girls will keenly appreciate the 
courage of Deborah’s call to Barak (4: 6, 
7). Barak’s reply was of very doubtful cour- 
age! The resulting victory was made pos- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ‘The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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sible by the almost miraculous storm that 
forced Sisera to abandon his iron chariots 
in the suddenly flooded fields, and flee for 
his life, “on his feet”. (4:17) to Jael’s tent, 
there to be indeed sold into the hand of a 
woman, 

Surely you will read aloud some of the 
fine lines in Deborah’s song of praise — 5: 
2-21 at least — but close by bringing home 
this thought to your girls: What was the 
special offering of Deborah’s life that God 
used to deliyer his people from a mighty 
enemy and give their land rest for forty 
years? (See Judg. 5:31.) Was it not 
that, in most unusual circumstances, this 
woman dared to trust God against all odds, 
so that he could and did use her in a way 
he seldom calls a woman to walk? 

Your girls need not all expect to be 
Deborah’s, but these times of ours, like 
hers more than three thousand years ago, 
do call for women who dare to trust God 
against the most and the worst that man 
can do. Which one of your girls will offer 


him such a courage — such a trust for some . 


great purpose of his, now? 


Home Study 
Memorize a few lines of Deborah’s Hymn 
of Victory—by some counted the oldest 
poem extant. What do you think of these: 
Judges 5: 2, 6, 7, 12, 13, 19-21, and 31? 
Decatur, GA. 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: His girl friend. ; 
Discussion: Can a fellow afford to keep 


company with a girl whom he would be 
morally ashamed to marry? 


Objective: Tying life’s intimacies to high 
com panionships. 











AY, fellows, Barak might well thank 
the Lord for “his girl friend” Deborah. 
Deborah, of course, was a full grown 
woman—a prophetess—and a judge in 
Israel. But she had been a girl —and 


doubtless a real girl, with high ideals and | 


a vision of service. We cannot conceive 
of her as being a flapper of the painted- 
eyebrow and scarlet-lip type seen smoking 
her cigarette in the café or lounging at 
the soft drink tables in the drug store to- 
day. Deborah was worth while. 

We know very little of Barak. He is 
one of those comets that appear in the sky 
of the world’s affairs for a brief moment, 
then disappear. But in that brief moment 
Barak showed himself a man of valor and 
of sound judgment. He knew what kind 
of woman to follow. 

Deborah challenged Barak to a high task. 
It was filled with risk and great danger 
to himself personally; but he caught her 
vision of a real service to his country, and 
he was so convinced of her sagacity that 
he linked his destiny with hers and refused 
to go into the enterprise without her lead- 
ership. Together, by the help of the Lord, 
they won a great victory — one of the most 
notable of all Israel's remarkable career 
as a nation. 

Fellows, it is evidently in God’s plan for 
the race that we fellows, at some time in 
our lives (and some of us about all of our 


lives) must be under the influence of -the . 


opposite sex. We fall for her charms sooner 
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or later. No matter how bashful a fel- 
low might -be,- nor: how. he -may -boast of - 
his independence, sooner or later the- “girl 
friend” comes into his life—and to have 
a-lot to do with shaping his career. ‘ At 
the same time a fellow has the privilege. 
of making his own choice, as to what stripe 
she shall be. ‘There are two kinds, gener- 
ally speaking: the kind who challenge the 
best in you, and the kind who encourage 
the worst. Now a fellow is none too good. 
at his best, and he naturally will drift 
toward his worst with his girl friend un- 
less she is of the character who will help 
him become his best self. 

So it would seem: that the choice of a 
fellow’s girl friend has in it infinite possi-~ 
bilities for good or for bad. Ruskin says 
that “in olden times a knight’s armor was 
often buckled on by his lady’s hand. That 
which was only a romantic fancy may en- 
shrine an immortal truth. The soul’s armor 
is often set to its breast by a woman’s 
hand, and it is only when she braces it, 
loosely that the honor of manhood falls.” 

You will never rise higher than the level 
of your girl friend; you will have to sever 
the intimacy: to do that. Just to come down 
to brass tacks, the girl who will pet with 
you (with or without: music), or smoke- 
with you, or will gamble with you (bridge 
or roulette) will never help you rise to the 
true level of high character. 

She may be called “old-fashioned,” but 
the girl who knows her Bible, who finds 
her life interests in God’s high objectives 
is the girl friend who will be both a chal- 
lenge and spur to the best that is in you. 
With her and the blessing of God’s Spirit, 
it may be said of you as was said of Roder- 
ick Dhu: “One blast upon his bugle horn _ 
were worth a thousand men!” And Sisera’s 
host will be put to flight again, for a MAN 
will stand up as the occasion requires, 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
4 
This Week's Questions Answered - 


(On the lesson for July 16) 


1. Note Judges 5:6, 7, in the American 
Standard Version, with marginal readings: 
“caravans ceased’ —highway robbery prob- 
able; travel necessarily through the unfre- 
quented byways, “crooked ways’; whole “vil- 
lages unoccupied” — the inhabitants in hiding. 

2. Judged by the reproachful scorn of 
Judges 5: 16, 17, the tribes of Dan and Asher 
apparently furnished no men—or few — for 
this great crisis-battle. 


3. Miriam, the sister of Moses, like Deb- 
orah, was a prophetess, led the people in a 
song of triumph over God's victory, and was 
linked with the man of God who led the peo- 
ple to victory (Exod. 15:20, 21), Deborah 
was unlike Miriam in that she was married 
(Judg. 4:4) and was a mother in Israel (5: 
7), and she took the lead in inspiring God’s 
warrior; while Miriam failed in speaking. 
against Moses (Num. 12: 1-16). 

4. The acknowledgment that God and God 
alone had given them great victory. 

5. It is a song of high praise to the one 
true God, addressed to all nations, in thrilling 
and martial poetry fitted to stir the hearts 
of men; it is a spiritual judgment on all the 
tribes, based on their part in the battle; it is 
full of spiritual insight of God’s ways with 
men, and his control of all, closing with a 
high note concerning those who love God. 


6. It was the greatest victory since the 
time of Joshua; it was the first great battle 
since Joshua in which a number of the tribes 
were gathered together; it was the first bat- 
tle on the famous field of Atmageddon (moun- 
tain of Megiddo), the site of the last great 
conflict in this age.(Rev. 16: 16). 


7. Her desire to have Barak secure the 





























Lesson for July 16 


honor of the victory, and her unstinted praise 
of another woman, Jael, as the heroine who 
slew Sisera. 

8. The rulers or leaders had ceased in Is- 
rael (5°7, R. V.); the people chose “new 
gods” (5:8). 

9. Barak is enrolled with the “heroes of 
the faith” in Hebrews 11: 32, the only other 
mention of him. Deborah is not mentioned 
again, 

10. Eve challenged Adam to eat of the for- 
bidden fruit (Gen. 3:6). Rebekah challenged 
Jacob to deceive Isaac his father (Gen. 27: 
6-10). Potiphar’s wife challenged Joseph to 
sin (Gen. 39:7). Abigail challenged David 
to desist from his program of vengeance upon 
Nabal the churl (1 Sam. 25:25). Jezebel 
challenged Ahab to assassinate Naboth (1 
Kings 21: 7). 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 
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The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee, 


July 10 to 16 

Mon.—Judges 4:1-5. Deborah a Judge. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: When good men 
are scarce God uses a rare woman, Such 
was Deborah. She taught the fear of God 
and dispensed justice. The ear of the 
nation was attentive to her; and she judged 
with remarkable authority and skill. Pray 
for the work of Mr. and Mrs. C. W. 
Cooper, Blossom Home Farm, Suzano, Sao 
Paulo, Brazil. Their home is a work. of 
faith,. non-sectarian, and open to all or- 
phans without regard to creed, color, or 
nationality. 


Tues.—Judges 4:6-10. Deborah a Leader. 

Prayer Succestions: God: used this 
woman to turn the tide of evil threatening 
- the life of the nation. She was used to 
tell Barak what to do, and'what God would 
do in the conflict with Sisera. Deborah 
led, but it is evident the honors of: faith 
go to Barak (Heb. 11:32)..-May every 
one of us be where God can. speak to 
us, and direct us. in .our work! «Pray 
for the Lakher Pioneer Mission, Lun- 
gleh Post Office, South Lushai Hills, 
via Chittagong, East Bengal, India. This 
mission reports 300 per cent increase in 
baptisms over the preceding year. 


Wed.—Judges 4: 11-16. Deborah a General. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 
orah to direct Barak and his. army. The 
clarion call well. fits also this dispensation: 
“Up; for this is the day ... is not the 
Lord gone out.before thee?” (v. 14). . Di- 
vinely directed men and women always suc- 
ceed. The. defeat of Sisera was complete 
(v. 15). .His overthrow becomes. a type 
of that of the Lord’s enemies (Judg. 5: 31; 
Psa. 83:9). Are we spiritually where we 
can hear the directing voice of God’s Word, 
through humble instrumentalities? Pray 
for Mr. and Mrs. Harry Strachan of the 
Latin America Evangelization Campaign, 
Box 1307, San Jose, Costa Rica, Mr. 
Strachan is now in the United States, and 


may be reached at 828 Windsor Square; 


Philadelphia. 


Thurs.—Judges 5:1-11. Deborah’s Song. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Deborah wrote 
this inspired song which sets forth the de- 
plorable- conditions existing in Israel prior 
to this ‘victory, the experiences of the par- 
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ticipants, and the protracted period of peace 
which it inaugurated. The song mentions 
the Lord more than fifteen times, and gives 
him all the glory for the triumph. The 
astonishing mercy of God exhibited in that 
day should lead us to pray and hope for a 
mighty spiritual victory over the foes of 
the Gospel in our day. Pray for the rous- 
ing of Christian interest in the salvation of 
Jews; pray that God’s purpose for Israel, 
and Gospel work among the Jews, may be 
more fully appreciated, 


Fri—Esther 4: 9-17. A Woman of Courage. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Queen Esther’s 
courage has been celebrated for more than 
twenty-four centuries. But her courage 
needed to be quickened by a Spirit-directed 
servant of God (v. 13). We, too, are inter- 
dependent servants of God. We are workers 
together with Christ and his people for the 
welfare of the Church and “fellow-helpers 
to the truth” (3 John 8; 2 Cor. 6:1). Let 
us be valiant for the Gospel. Boldness re- 
flects the character of the Lord Jesus. Pray 
for the spiritually destitute in the out-of-way 
places in this land. There are multitudes 
of children in the West, in the southern 
mountains, and in Canada who never hear 
the name of the Lord except in profanity. 
Pray for agencies seeking to minister to 
their spiritual needs. 


Sat.—Esther 8:1-8 Esther Saves Her People. 

Prayer SuccesTions: Esther was used 
to. save the Jews scattered from India to 
Ethiopia (v. 9). Their salvation was tem- 
porary. Our salvation through Christ 
Jesus is eternal. The Jews celebrate 
Purim annually, but let us offer the praises 
of the Lord Jesus daily. What word of 
praise have you for HIM today? Pray 
for the thousands of families living in 
cabins in the wilds of Louisiana who are 
far from Christian influence. A deep thirst 
for the Word of God and Christian liter- 
ature exists among them. 


Sun.—Psalm 46:1-11. Jehovah Our Strength. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: This Psalm has 
been of untold encouragement to God’s peo- 
ple for nearly three thousand years. 
Luther’s hymn, “Ein Feste Burg,” glorifies 
God, the Mighty Fortress of his people. 
During the Zeppelin raids on London in 
the World War, Spurgeon’s Tabernacle 
was designated one of the safe places. 
When danger threatened, thousands filled 
every available corner, even in the coal 
cellar. This Psalm was requested often, Dr. 
Dixon said. Pray for the lonely chil- 
dren in the Ozark Mountain region in 
Missouri, Arkansas, Oklahoma,. waiting for 
those who love Christ to share his Gospel 
with them. 





Children at Home 


“I'll Take a Stone Out of 
Your Garden” 
By Dr. Harriet Bailey Clark 


i &-- do something for you some. day. 
I'll take a stone out of your garden.” 

The little old lady and the boy stood in 
the doorway. 

“Oh, that’s all right,” he said as he ran 
off to play. After. he had finished - his 
prayer that night, he told his mother about 
running an errand for the little old lady 
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next door, and how she had said she would 
take a stone out of his garden. 

“I haven’t any garden, Mother; what 
did she mean?” 

“She meant she would try to take some 
difficulty out of your way to help you along 
in your living, David. You know, when 
people make gardens they dig up the ground 
and break up all the lumps, and take out 
the stones, so the seeds will lie covered with 
soft, smooth soil, with nothing to hinder 
the little rootlets from pushing out to get 
food and drink from the earth,* and the 
tiny green shoot from putting its head out 
into the sunshine above. It was a kind 
thought, which showed she would like to 
help you to grow strong and true, to put 
out your thoughts toward good and kind 
things, and to push your way up into God’s 
sunshine.” 

“That’s 
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thoughtfully. “When I lift brother for 
you, and go to the store, and run upstairs 
for you, am I taking little stones out of 
your garden, Mother?” 

“Yes, indeed, David; I don’t know how I 
could get along without my boy to help 
me every day; the little stones do bother 
so when there are so many.” 

“Yes, I know, Mother, and you get too 
tired. I'll throw away every stone I can 
find, and we’ll have a nice garden together, 
won’t we?” 

ALTAMONT, N. Y. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 
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July 23. Problems of Friendship. 1 Cor. 15 : 33; 
2 Tim. 4: 16. 





Sunday, July 16 


Our Need of Friends 
(Phil. 4 : 10-20) 





Mon.—When Paul needed a friend (Acts 
9 : 23-30). 

Tues.—A widow’s need (Ruth 1 : 19-22). 

Wed.—Our lonely Lord (John 16 : 32). 

Thurs.—For mutual support (Eccles. 4: 
Qg-11). 

Fri.—Unfailing friendships (Rom. 16: 1-9). 

Sat.—When down and out (Luke 15 : 11-16). 
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What breaks up friendships? 
Where may we find the best friends? 
How have your friends helped you? 


¢¢TYRIENDSHIP is love for another be- 

cause of what that other is in himself, 
or for that other's own sake, and not be- 
cause of what that other is to the loving 
one. Friendship is love with the selfish 
element eliminated. It is an out-going and 
an on-going affection, wholly and inherently 
disinterested, and in no sense contingent 
upon any reciprocal relation between its 
giver and its object, nor yet upon its re- 
turn or recognition. Friendship, in short, 
is love apart from love’s claim or love’s 
craving.”—H, Clay Trumbull. 

ee 

Since, then, true friendship is loving 
another for that other’s own sake, and not 
for what that other is to the one who loves, 
friendship consists in being a friend and 
not in having friends. It is in this respect 
that friendship is superior to all other loves. 
All others are based upon a love received 
or desired. True friendship goes out in 
unselfish love without any thought of the 
affection returned. 

It is God himself who gives us the great- 
est example of such a friendship. “The 
Lord did not set his love upon you, nor 
choose you, because you were more in num- 
ber than any people; for ye were the few- 
est of all people; but ... the Lord loved 
you” (Deut. 7:7). 

God does not love us because of our 
lovableness, but because of his lovingness, 
“Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen 
you” (John.15: 16). 

True friendship, then, is love without 
condition and without thought of return. 
True friendship is therefore endless. It is 
not something that can be cast aside the 
moment. the loved one disappoints us or 
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offends us. There is nothing the toved ' 
one can do that can break such a friendship. 
A break can come only from ourselves. 
Because of our failure and weakness we 
may at any moment stop loving another. 
4 
To be sure, we must recognize that true 
friendship has both its limitations and its 
imitations. Such an ideal friendship can- 
not be extended to every one. We may be 
friend/y to all, but we have not the capacity 
to be true friends to all. We cannot in the 
very nature of things give our friendship 
to any who do not command our love and 
confidence. 
gee 


It is possible to mistake many imitations 
of true friendship for the real thing. Some 
of these imitations are in relationship and 
contacts that depend upon personal interest, 
personal convenience, or personal fancy. 
Unfortunately many of our family rela- 
tionships exhibit such imitations of friend- 
ship that never reach the height of true 
and utterly unselfish love. Yet they may. 


But where are we to find those who will 
make the best subjects for true friendship? 
As Christian young people, is it not in 
the Church of Christ that such may be 
found? It is among those who hold sim- 
ilar beliefs; who love our Lord and Sav- 
iour and his Word; who have _ similar 
Christian aims and ambitions, that we may 
expect to find those whose qualities are 
capable of calling forth our profoundest 
affections. We need here to heed the Holy 
Spirit’s warning, “Be ye not unequally 
yoked together with unbelievers” (2 Cor. 
6:14). God who is love, and who has 
given us our capacity for love, knows that 
we cannot be truly happy with those who 
do not know and love him. 
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